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Thirty-seven dead bodies of the enemy were counted on the ground.
The force continued its advance, and on arriving at Shanmannge
occupied the village. The following day the village was destroyed,
and the column returned to Tsido,

Lieutenant-Colonel Woodward reported on the 23rd that all the

country was in the hands of the rebels, and that, until the bands

^    ,                ^            were broken, it was most un-
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column was at once despatch-

ed from Meiktila under Lieutenant Wallace, 27th Punjab Infantry,
reaching Shanmanng6 on the 24th December, and Brigadier-General
Anderson arrived from Myingyan at Tsido on the 26th idem. The
next day Lieutenant-Colonel Woodward advanced in the direction
of Pin, the Brigadier- General proceeding at the same time to Shan-
mannge. On that morning a small force under Lieutenant Wallace
surprised Tok Kyaw at Thebingon, capturing his camp ; the enemy
fled, leaving three dead. The cavalry started in pursuit, but,
owing to the time lost in getting through the village, both gates.
having been fastened, the enemy were not overtaken. No more
opposition was met with, and Colonel Woodward, having advanced
as far as Sulegon, fourteen miles from Shwebandaw, near Pin, whence
he detached Major Egerton's company to join Major Robert's force,
marched his column back to Welaung.

The two principal difficulties  which the Commanders of the

various  columns experienced

Difficulties of Column Commanders.                                                          Qf

able information, and want of civil officers who could talk or even
understand Burmese.

Subsequent to the operations already mentioned, dashes were
continually made from the various posts at the dacoits whenever
heard of. On the 6th February a gang of about 100 dacoits attack-
ed the village of Aing, five miles south of Meiktila. Lieutenant
Williams, Royal Munster Fusiliers, hearing that they had proceeded
to a village named Lipanchin, surrounded the village at daybreak
and captured eleven of them with some ponies and ammunition.

On the 14th February about 800 dacoits made an unsuccessful
pight attack on the post of Welaung.